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The question of the month:

If state law differs from HIPAA, 
does HIPAA compliance ever 
get any easier?

The answer:

Yes.
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Each month, we focus on a HIPAA question and provide an in-depth answer.  The purpose of the newsletter 
is to keep these topics at the front of everyone’s minds, to ensure a trained, knowledgeable sales force.  

HIPAA Compliance:
Is it Getting Easier?

The information below is from a recently 
issued HHS press release.

HHS has launched a new web site on HIPAA Privacy, 
Compliance and Enforcement.  To coincide with the 
fourth anniversary of the enforcement of the HIPAA 
Privacy Rule, the Department of Health and Human 
Services (HHS) announced the launch of an enhanced 
web site that will make it easier for consumers, health 
care providers and others to get information about how 
HHS enforces health information privacy rights and 
standards. The press release noted: �HHS has obtained 
signi�cant change in the privacy practices of covered 

entities through its enforcement program. Corrective actions obtained by HHS from 
these entities have resulted in change that is systemic and affects all the individuals they 
serve.�

The Health Information Privacy web site provides comprehensive information about the 
Privacy Rule, which creates important federal rights and requirements to protect the 
privacy of personal health information. The enhanced Web site, http://www.hhs.gov/ocr/
privacy/enforcement, provides information about HHS�s compliance and enforcement 
efforts. The new information describes HHS activities in enforcing the Privacy Rule, the 
results of those enforcement activities, and statistics showing which types of complaints 
are received most frequently and the types of entities most often required to take 
corrective as a result of consumer complaints. The other information on the web site 
covers consumers� rights to access their health information and signi�cantly control how 
their personal health information is used and disclosed, as well as guidance about how to 
submit complaints about possible violations of the law and extensive guidance for entities 
who must comply with the rule.

HIPAA, the �rst and only comprehensive federal privacy standards to protect patients� 
medical records and other health information provided to health plans, doctors, hospitals 
and other health care providers, took effect on April 14, 2003. These standards provide 
patients with access to their medical records and more control over how their personal 
health information is used and disclosed. The regulation covers health plans, health 
care clearinghouses, and those health care providers who conduct certain �nancial 
and administrative transactions (e.g., enrollment, billing and eligibility veri�cation) 
electronically. 


